                                         ANALYSIS 

The story “A Gift of Chappals” is a light-hearted and thoughtful piece that shows how children often have more kindness and honesty than adults. Written by Vasantha Surya, the story is set in a typical South Indian household and highlights themes such as compassion, innocence, and social difference.
The story begins when Mridu, a young girl, visits her cousins Ravi and Meena. They secretly show her a kitten they have been hiding in the backyard. This moment introduces us to the playful and curious nature of children. Ravi’s funny and exaggerated explanation of the kitten’s family history adds humour and shows how creative children can be.
Soon, a tired and poor beggar arrives at their house. He looks weak and has blisters on his feet because he is barefoot in the hot sun. The adults in the house ignore him, but the children feel sorry for him. When the beggar asks for something to protect his feet, the children want to help. So, they give him a pair of chappals (slippers). The twist is that those chappals belong to the music teacher who had taken them off before coming in.
This incident brings out an important message – children often act out of pure sympathy and are not limited by social rules. They saw the beggar’s need and gave what they thought was the right solution. On the other hand, the adults are more concerned about property and rules. They become angry when they find out what the children have done.
The story also presents the music teacher in a humorous and critical way. He is shown as selfish and proud. He gets angry when he loses his chappals, but he does not show any thankfulness when he is offered another pair. This shows how adults can be narrow-minded and less generous than children.
The title “A Gift of Chappals” is simple but meaningful. It tells us how even a small act of kindness, like giving someone a pair of slippers, can show deep care and humanity. It also reminds us that true kindness comes from the heart and not from thinking about what is proper or expected.
In simple words, the story teaches us that children, with their honest hearts, can often teach adults valuable lessons. It shows that helping someone in need is more important than worrying about rules or belongings. The humour, warmth, and realistic situations in the story make it enjoyable and thought-provoking at the same time.

Checking understanding level 

1. Why did the children hide the kitten in the backyard?
a) Because it was dirty
b) Because the elders would scold them
c) Because they were afraid of it
d) Because it belonged to someone else

2. What was Ravi’s reason for hiding milk for the kitten?
a) He wanted to train the kitten
b) He liked playing secret games
c) He thought elders wouldn’t allow it
d) He was experimenting

3. How does Ravi explain the kitten’s background?
a) Through facts and logic
b) With historical references and imagination
c) Through drawings
d) By asking Mridu

4. What does Ravi’s storytelling reveal about his personality?
a) He is timid
b) He is dull
c) He is imaginative and dramatic
d) He is rude

5. Who is Lalli in the story?
a) Mridu’s sister
b) Ravi’s friend
c) Ravi’s elder sister
d) The music teacher


6. What does the story say about Lalli’s violin playing?
a) It is perfect
b) It is harsh and unpleasant
c) It is very soft
d) She plays well but forgets notes

7. How is the music teacher described in the story?
a) Generous and polite
b) Stern but fair
c) Proud and self-important
d) Calm and respectful

8. What social issue does the story subtly address?
a) Environmental protection
b) Caste discrimination
c) Indifference to poverty and inequality
d) Illiteracy

9. Why do the children give away the chappals?
a) To annoy the teacher
b) Out of empathy for the beggar
c) As a prank
d) To test the beggar’s patience

10. What was the beggar’s reaction after receiving the chappals?
a) He shouted at them
b) He blessed them and left
c) He refused to wear them
d) He asked for food

11. What do the chappals symbolize in the story?
a) Ownership
b) Style
c) Compassion and dignity
d) Power

12. What was the reaction of the elders when they found out about the chappals?
a) They praised the children
b) They laughed
c) They scolded the children
d) They ignored it

13. What does the teacher’s reaction to the lost chappals show?
a) He is very understanding
b) He is humble
c) He is materialistic and selfish
d) He is supportive of the poor

14. What literary device is used in Ravi’s explanation of the kitten’s ancestors?
a) Irony
b) Imagery
c) Hyperbole
d) Simile

15. What lesson does the story aim to convey?
a) Rules must be followed
b) Adults are always right
c) True kindness comes from innocent hearts
d) Pets should be avoided

16. Why is the title A Gift of Chappals considered ironic?
a) Because chappals are not valuable gifts
b) Because they were new
c) Because the gift was not accepted
d) Because they were returned

17. What best describes the tone of the story?
a) Angry and critical
b) Serious and formal
c) Humorous and thoughtful
d) Melancholic and tragic

18. What shows the contrast between children and adults in the story?
a) Children play outside, adults sit inside
b) Children act with empathy, adults with rules
c) Adults are kind, children are rude
d) Adults feed the beggar

19. How does Mridu feel about the kitten?
a) Scared
b) Uninterested
c) Sympathetic and curious
d) Angry

20. What does the teacher compare Lalli’s violin playing to?
a) Flowing river
b) Croaking frogs
c) Birdsong
d) Melodious bells

21. Which character adds comic relief in the story?
a) The beggar
b) Mridu
c) Ravi
d) The music teacher

22. What do the children’s actions reveal about their values?
a) Selfishness
b) Jealousy
c) Spontaneous kindness
d) Laziness

23. Which event causes conflict in the story?
a) Hiding the kitten
b) Music teacher’s arrival
c) Giving away the chappals
d) Lalli’s violin lesson

24. What role does humour play in the story?
a) It confuses the reader
b) It hides the main theme
c) It adds fun while expressing serious ideas
d) It makes the characters unlikeable

25. Which best describes Vasantha Surya’s writing style in this story?
a) Formal and scholarly
b) Poetic and abstract
c) Simple and engaging with wit
d) Harsh and critical



